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which is 28,278 feet in height. And this peak
proving an impracticable mountain he climbed
another, Bride Peak, to an altitude of 24,600 feet
and would certainly have reached higher but for
the mist and snowstorms.
Man was thus steadily marching to dominion
over the mountain, and already the idea of climb-
ing Mount Everest itself had been forming itself
in his mind. As far back as 1893, Captain (now
Brigadier-General) Hon. C. G. Bruce had thought
of it. He had been with Sir Martin Conway in
the Karakoram Himalaya and when employed
in Chitral suggested the idea. But the oppor-
tunity for carrying it out never occurred. Many
years later Lord Curzon, when Viceroy of India,
made a proposal to Mr. Douglas Freshfield that
the Royal Geographical Society and the Alpine
Club should join in organizing an expedition to
Mount Everest, if he, Lord Curzon, could obtain
permission from the Nepal Government to send
the expedition through Nepal. This permission,
however, was not forthcoming, so nothing came
of Lord Curzon's proposal. The Nepalese are a
very seclusive people, but as they have been for
many years friendly to the British the Govern-
ment of India humour them in their desire to be
left to themselves.
When Mr. Freshfield, who had already been
President of the Alpine Club, became President
of the Royal Geographical Society, he undoubtedly
would have taken up an idea so congenial to him